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Pendennis Castle 

Why this significant place is important
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Pendennis Castle

Books to read
- DKFindOut! Cast les by Philip Steele

See Inside Cast les by Katie Daynes and David 

Hancock

Key vocabulary

Top takeaways
Having studied this topic you 

should be able to:

- Describe the geographical 

location of Pendennis Castle 

and why King Henry VIII 

decided to build a castle here.

- Describe device forts and 

begin to explain why Henry VIIII 

built them. 

- Describe a Tudor device fort.

- Identify key features of a Tudor 

Gun Tower.

- Discuss defensive features of a 

Tudor Device Fort and how 

they worked.

- Explain what lice was like for a 

Tudor Gunner in the 16t h 

century. 

Websites
https://www.english-
heritage.org.uk/visit/places/

pendennis-castle/school-

visits/ 

Key 
questions

KQ1
Where is Pendennis 

and St Mawes Castle 

and what can you tell 

me about their 

geographical 

location?

KQ3

Part 1 – What can 
we find out about 

Tudor Device Forts 

and how were they 

designed? 

KQ4

Part 2 – What can 
we find out 

about Tudor 

Device Forts and 

how were they 

designed? 

KQ5

What was life like 
for the Tudor 

Gunners living at 

Pendennis? 

 

KQ6
    Arrow loops

narrow openings or crosses set inside walls and towers enabling 

defenders to launch arrows

Artillery Fort forts with big, heavy guns firing powerful cannonballs or shells

Blockhouses
a small tower or strongpoint containing guns for defence, often of a 

river, harbour or port

Cannon Large, powerful gun

Chemise a platform built to support guns

Crossfire gunfire from two or more directions passing through the same area

Device Fort
defensive and military building built during the ‘device by the king’ 

to defend the coast of England and Wales.

Drawbridge 
a moveable bridge typically at the entrance to a castle or tower 

surrounded by a moat.

Estuary
the mouth of a large river, where the fresh water of the river meets 

the salt water of the sea, and the water level is affected by the tide

Gatehouse Entrance to the castle

Garrison a group of troops living in a fortress or town to defend it

Guards People who protect someone or something 

Gunpowder 
artillery 

weapons that used the explosive force of gunpowder to fire solid 

stone, iron or lead balls, or hollow explosive shells over long 

distances.

King Henry VIII King of England from 1509 until his death in 1547. 

Moat a deep, wide ditch surrounding a castle, fort, or town

Peninsula
a piece of land almost surrounded by water or projecting out into a 

body of water 

Portcullis a heavy vertically-closing gate

Turret A small tower on top of a large rtower

KQ2
What are 

‘Device Forts’ 

and why did 
Henry VIII build 

them?
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