
 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 2024: NewsleƩer 5 
Friday 20th December 2024 

 

Wow – what a first term! 

I would like to take this opportunity to say I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas    
holiday and look forward to seeing you on Monday 6th January, but first, let’s reflect on 
this busy term. 

 

This term has been truly magical with the children and staff embracing the Christmas spirit through a 
heavenly host of fesƟve events.   

Children in RecepƟon and KS1 visited Mount Charles Methodist Church to learn about Advent and the       
symbolism of the ChrisƟngle. They enjoyed  making their own ChrisƟngle to take home to share with 
their families. 

The choir performed beauƟfully at the St Austell Music FesƟval, where they sang ‘Lean on Me’ and 
‘Cornwall My Home’. We are very proud of them and the way in which they represented the school.  

We cannot thank the PTA enough for their fantasƟc Christmas Fayre. As well as the exciƟng array of 
stalls to visit, they went above and beyond to create an enchanƟng Christmas GroƩo for the              
children.  The fayre made an incredible £1614.63, and with the Barclays Bank match funding scheme, 
that’s a total of £2614.63Ê that will directly benefit our children. THANK YOU to the PTA for this           
record-breaking, spectacular fundraiser.  

The children enjoyed eaƟng their delicious Christmas dinner all together with their teachers; Christmas 
music was playing, Christmas jumpers were worn and crackers given by our PTA were being pulled – it 
was our own Mount Charles family Christmas!  

We were very proud of the KS2 children as they performed their Christmas Concert at Penrice,             
re-telling the Christmas story through music and drama. Thank you Mr BarleƩ, for your musical exper-
Ɵse and making this an exquisite experience for the children involved. 

During our last week, the RecepƟon and KS1 children performed a memorable naƟvity with a modern 
twist - The Dinky Donkeys! The story is told through the eyes of 4 excitable donkeys who offer their 
help to Mary as she begins her journey to Bethlehem. 

Today, to celebrate the end of term we came together, as a school,  to sing Christmas carols and songs, 
including the 12 days of Christmas which had a different theme – saying goodbye to Ms Nile.   

 

 



 
 
HereÊisÊaÊmessageÊforÊMsÊNile: 

Ms Nile, as you prepare to leave aŌer an incredible 22 years of dedicaƟon, we want to take a    
moment to express our hearƞelt graƟtude for all that you have done. Your commitment to the 
school and the children has leŌ an    indelible mark on our community. 

Your passion for educaƟon and your enthusiasm for making a difference has 
inspired both staff and children alike. You have been a constant source of 
support, wisdom, and encouragement and always leading by example. 
Whether it was your Ɵreless work behind the scenes or your infecƟous    
posiƟvity in the classroom, your presence has truly shaped the school. 

While we will miss you dearly, we know that your legacy will conƟnue to live 
on through the countless lives you’ve touched and the posiƟve changes 
you’ve insƟlled. 

Wishing you all the very best as you embark on your next chapter. 

MsÊNileÊalsoÊhasÊaÊfewÊwordsÊforÊtheÊschool:ÊÊÊ 

IÊhaveÊabsolutelyÊ lovedÊmyÊ22ÊyearsÊatÊMountÊCharles!Ê IÊamÊsadÊ toÊbeÊ leavingÊsuchÊaÊfantasƟcÊ
schoolÊcommunity,ÊbutÊamÊalsoÊexcitedÊtoÊbeÊstarƟngÊaÊnewÊchapter. 

IÊamÊincrediblyÊproudÊofÊeverythingÊthatÊisÊMountÊCharlesÊSchool.ÊItÊhasÊbeenÊaÊprivilegeÊtoÊbeÊaÊ
partÊofÊyourÊchildren’sÊeducaƟonalÊjourneys.ÊWatchingÊthemÊgrow,Êlearn,ÊandÊflourishÊhasÊbeenÊ
veryÊrewarding.ÊYourÊsupport,Êkindness,ÊandÊtrustÊhaveÊmadeÊmyÊƟmeÊhereÊveryÊspecial.ÊForÊthis,Ê
IÊextendÊmyÊhearƞeltÊthanks. 

IÊ haveÊ wonderfulÊ memoriesÊ of schoolÊ events,Ê fromÊ sportsÊ days,Ê residenƟalÊ tripsÊ andÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
celebraƟons;ÊtoÊeverydayÊmomentsÊofÊjoyÊandÊlearningÊinÊtheÊclassroom.ÊThere haveÊbeenÊmanyÊ
unforgeƩableÊmomentsÊthatÊIÊwillÊcherishÊforÊaÊveryÊlongÊƟme.ÊIÊhave beenÊincrediblyÊfortunateÊ
toÊ workÊ withÊ aÊ remarkableÊ teamÊ ofÊ staffÊ whoÊ areÊ dedicated,Ê passionate,Ê andÊ endlesslyÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
supporƟve.ÊTheyÊareÊcommiƩedÊtoÊprovidingÊtheÊbestÊeducaƟonÊandÊnurturingÊenvironmentÊforÊ
yourÊchildrenÊ-ÊIÊamÊveryÊproudÊofÊthemÊallÊtoo!  

IÊ willÊ alwaysÊ holdÊMountÊ CharlesÊ closeÊ toÊmyÊ heartÊ (IÊ cameÊ toÊ schoolÊ hereÊmyself)Ê andÊ lookÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
forwardÊ toÊhearingÊ aboutÊ theÊmanyÊ successesÊandÊmilestonesÊ thatÊ lieÊaheadÊ forÊ yourÊ childrenÊ
andÊtheÊschoolÊcommunity. 

WishingÊyouÊallÊtheÊveryÊbestÊforÊtheÊfuture, 

WarmÊwishes 

RachelÊNile.  

 

We also say a fond farewell to Mrs Richards. She has been a fantasƟc member of our team and we 
wish her every success in her new role at Carclaze Primary School – we are so pleased that she 
conƟnues to be part of the CELT family. 

In January, Miss Hildyard will step into the Deputy Headteacher role and Mrs Scotland will work 
closely with Mrs Nancarrow as our new OperaƟonal SENCO. I am sure you will join me in            
congratulaƟng Miss Hildyard and Mrs Scotland on their new roles. 



 
AƩendance 
Our aƩendance for the term is 95.9% which at the moment is siƫng below our target of 97%.  

We have noƟced a recent decline in aƩendance and punctuality. It is important that all children arrive 
at school on Ɵme to ensure that they do not miss valuable learning Ɵme. We kindly request that you 
make every effort to ensure your child aƩends school regularly, even if they may feel slightly under the 
weather. If your child becomes unwell during the school day we will contact you.  Your support is 
greatly appreciated.  

 

OnlineÊSafety: 

As Christmas approaches, many of our pupils may have new devices as presents. Whether it’s a 
smartphone, tablet, or computer, it’s essenƟal to ensure these devices are used safely and                
responsibly.  We want to provide you with some valuable Ɵps and informaƟon on online safety and 
parental controls to help keep your children safe online. 

1.ÊTheÊImportanceÊofÊOnlineÊSafety 

Online safety is crucial in today’s digital age. Children have access to a vast amount of informaƟon and 
interacƟve content. While this can be educaƟonal and entertaining, it also comes with risks such as 
exposure to inappropriate content, cyberbullying, and privacy concerns. Here are some steps you can 
take to enhance your child’s online safety: 

· TalkÊOpenly: Have regular conversaƟons with your children about the importance of online safety. 
Discuss the potenƟal dangers and encourage them to come to you if they encounter anything uncom-
fortable or suspicious online. 

· SetÊ Boundaries: Establish clear rules for internet use, including which sites they can visit, how 
much Ɵme they can spend online, and what they are allowed to share. 

EducateÊAboutÊPrivacy: Teach your children not to share personal informaƟon such as their full name, 
address, phone number, or school name online. 

2.ÊParentalÊControlsÊforÊNewÊDevices 

Modern devices come equipped with various parental controls that can help you monitor and limit 
your child’s online acƟviƟes. Here are some Ɵps on seƫng up these controls: 

· DeviceÊSeƫngs: Most devices have built-in parental control seƫngs. You can set age-appropriate 
content restricƟons, limit screen Ɵme, and control app installaƟons. 

o ForÊiPhones/iPads: Go to Seƫngs > Screen Time to set up restricƟons. 

o ForÊAndroidÊdevices: Use the Google Family Link app to manage content and screen Ɵme. 

o InternetÊFilters: Use internet filtering soŌware to block inappropriate websites and content. Many 
routers also offer parental controls that allow you to manage internet access for all devices connected 
to your home network. 

o AppÊPermissions: Review the permissions for each app your child wants to download. Ensure they 
are appropriate and do not require unnecessary access to personal informaƟon. 

SafeÊ SearchÊ Seƫngs: Enable safe search seƫngs on search engines and video plaƞorms like Google 
and YouTube to filter out explicit content. 



OnlineÊSafetyÊresourcesÊforÊparents: 

We understand that keeping up with technology can be challenging. Here are some resources that may 
help: 

CommonÊSenseÊMedia: Provides reviews and advice on apps, games, and media, helping parents make 
informed choices. Common Sense Media: Age-Based Media Reviews for Families | Common Sense Media 

 
 

NaƟonalÊOnlineÊSafety: Offers guides and courses on various aspects of online safety for parents and  
children.  Library | The NaƟonal College 

 

 
InternetÊMaƩers: Provides tools and resources to help parents keep their children safe online.             
Keep Children Safe Online: InformaƟon, Advice, Support - Internet MaƩers 

 

 

WeÊhopeÊyouÊfindÊtheseÊƟpsÊandÊresourcesÊhelpfulÊasÊyouÊnavigateÊtheÊdigitalÊworldÊwithÊyourÊchildren.Ê
ByÊworkingÊtogether,ÊweÊcanÊensureÊthatÊourÊstudentsÊenjoyÊtheirÊnewÊdevicesÊsafelyÊandÊresponsibly. 

 
 
 

Common Sense Media: Age-Based Media Reviews for Families 

Common Sense Media is the leading source of entertainment and technology recommendations for families. 
Parents trust our expert reviews and objective advice. 

 

Library | The National College 

Browse and filter through thousands of titles to drill down and 
find the professional development you need, for the right role, 
in the right area. 
nationalcollege.com 

 

Keep Children Safe Online: Information, 
Advice, Support - Internet Matters 

Working with online safety experts, we’re here to provide par-
ents & carers with guidance, advice and support to keep chil-
dren safe online | Internet Matters 
www.internetmatters.org 

 



 

ChrisƟngle 

We would like to say a massive thank you to Mount Charles Church for yet another 
wonderful ChrisƟngle service, the children really enjoyed understanding why we  
celebrate ChrisƟngle and what each feature represents. During the service, we sang 
some of our naƟvity songs, snapped our glowsƟcks to celebrate Jesus being the light 
of our world and then finished with a prayer.  

We would also like to say a huge thank you to St Austell ASDA for donaƟng towards 
the oranges we used! We are very grateful and the children had the best Ɵme       
creaƟng their own ChrisƟngle to take to the Church with them! 

ChristmasÊLunch 

On Thursday the children, and staff, got to enjoy a wonderful Christmas dinner in the hall. With      
Christmas music playing and everyone wearing Christmas jumpers this really got us ready for Christmas. 
Thank you to the PTA for providing crackers for all the children..  

ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊKS2ÊPerformance 



AƩendance 
Week 4 AƩendance = 95.5% 

Week 5 AƩendance—95.5% 

Week 6 AƩendance— 93.1% 

Week 7 AƩendance— 92.9% 

The aƩendance has been dropping slightly each week. We would love to see our aƩendance above 
97% again - we did so well in the first half term.   

As we enter the colder months, we know that coughs and cold and other seasonal illnesses can      
become more common.  

If a child has a very high temperature, they should stay at home and rest, however there is no need to 
keep them off school with a cough or common cold. To reduce the spread of germs in school, we   
encourage pupils to pracƟce good hygiene habits. Please also ensure that your child comes to school 
with a named coat , and hat & gloves if very cold, each day.  

Please see the chart below which shows how aƩendance affects a child’s learning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any quesƟons or concerns regarding aƩendance, please contact Mrs Nile via the school 
office. We are here to help and support.  

If your child is unable to aƩend school, please contact the school office via  telephone beforeÊ9am. 
Please give fullÊ detailsÊ of the reason for absence so that our admin team can code the absence       
appropriately . Please avoid using phrases such as “poorly” or “sick”Ê and instead give details of    
symptoms.  

Repeat this for everyÊ dayÊ of absence. If you know you may need to request leave from school for   
excepƟonalÊ circumstances, such as naƟonal sports compeƟƟons or visa appointments, please      
complete a leave request form from the office.  



 

 

 

 

 

Nursery finished their term of cooking busy groups by baking mince pies! The children cut out         
circles in the pastry, scooped the mince meat mixture into the pastry cases and added a pastry holly 
leaf on top. They were very proud of themselves when the mince pies came out of the oven!  

The children in recepƟon enjoyed making Winter Squirrel Muffins to EXPRESS their learning of their 
ILP 'Where Do Squirrels Hide Their Nuts?' They used squirrels' favourite food to make yummy muffins 
to keep their tummies happy this Winter. The children are going to place these in our gardens or   
outdoor areas ready for the squirrels to enjoy a delicious treat! We hope we spot some squirrels!  

Year 1 have started their Design & Technology project for Autumn Term 2. The children will design 
and create their own fruit and vegetable smoothies. They started the project by learning that all fruits 
have seeds - the children were amazed that peppers are actually a fruit with seeds! The children are 
looking forward to designing and creaƟng a smoothie through taste tesƟng of different fruits and  
vegetables.  



 

Year 2 have been learning about pirates from the past including Edward Teach and Jack Rackham and 
have been exploring their pirate flags. The children developed their sketching skills to draw a skull and 
used different techniques to add detail. They then etched their designs into polystyrene sheets and 
used rollers and ink to create a mono-print design. They included lots of different symbols and chose 
the colours red or black to make sure their designs were fearsome just like a real pirate flag! 

In Science, Year 3 have been looking at different forces and magnets. They have explored how magnets 
are aƩracted to some metals and how a magneƟc field works. They also learnt that some magnets are 
much stronger than others! The children have also started their own brilliant Greek poƩery. They have 
explored how malleable clay is and how they can mold it into shapes. Their next task will be adding 
their own designs with paint and then evaluaƟng.   

Year 4 researched different forms of catapults throughout history, looked at what made them          
successful and what made them difficult to use. They then used the design of the Roman onager to 
make their own. First, they drew a ‘flay lay’ of the pieces they would need so that they could ensure 
they cut everything correctly. Then, they carefully measured the wood and used junior hacksaws to cut 
it, before working with an adult to glue the pieces together.  

When they were all made, the children tested them out with paper ammuniƟon. Some stayed together 
really well, whilst other frames weren't as stable. The children learnt that they needed to measure 
carefully and cut accurately in order to make the frame sturdy and strong.   



   

Year 5 had an exciƟng end to their Alchemy Island topic with a Harry PoƩer dress up day. They wrote 
a diary entry from the perspecƟve of Harry, did quizzes to test their knowledge and had a lesson from 
the illustrator to learn how to draw Hogwarts. What a superb magical day! 

Year 6 came to the end of their 'A Child's War' topic by exploring structures used during WW2 to keep 
people safe from bomb aƩacks. They learnt about the properƟes of materials and which  shelters 
were best depending on where you live. To finish, the children designed, created and evaluated their 
own Anderson Shelters. 

Christmas in the ARB has been most memorable this year! The children have been amazing in all they 
have achieved and experienced. 

Parents were invited to come in to to watch the children perform Makaton Christmas songs, enjoy 
mince pies and jam tarts followed by making a Christmas bauble, Christmas pudding biscuit and        
paper chains. The children have also been busy creaƟng lots of Christmas craŌs and we were also    
invited to Mount Charles ChrisƟngle, which some of us aƩended last Monday. 

Christmas Dinner and Christmas jumper day was a huge winner and on Thursday the children were 
able to go to the cinema to watch a Christmas film. Thank you to all who have helped to make our 
Christmas so far incredibly special. 



 

 
 

 

Yr1— Zac, Harley, Ellen,  

Yr2– Avery,Isla, Amla, Charlie, Thessy, Mason 

Yr3— Leilah-Rose, Freddy,  Georgia 

Yr4– Hazel, Laerta, Logan, Willow 

Yr5– Megan, Jake, Corban, Summer, Luisa, 
Nolah-Rose 

Yr6– Jake, Alexis, Ava, Lillian, Imojen,  

Elizabeth 

 Sports Superstar– Year 3, Sam 5BW 

Our attendance trophy was won by:  
29th Nov: 3EW        6th Dec: 5BW 
13th Dec: 2CD 
20th Dec: 2CD 

WhatÊshouldÊmyÊchildÊbringÊeveryÊday? 

A waterproof, warm coat. If the weather is parƟcularly cold, please bring in gloves & a hat! Please 
don’t forget to put your child’s name in them.  

A water boƩle 

A healthy snack for break Ɵme for KS2 children. KS1 children have fruit provided.  

Don’t forget there is sƟll Ɵme to donate for our Christmas tree in support of Children's Hospice South 
West’s, Care for a Christmas Tree CompeƟƟon.  Mount Charles School is fundraising for Children's 
Hospice South West  

CALLINGÊALLÊBUSINESSÊOWNERSÊ 

Would you be interested in sponsoring our school football team? Please contact the school office if 
you are interested in supporƟng our team.  

SchoolÊLunches—Lunches are available to order on ParentPay. Please take Ɵme over the holidays to 
sit down with your child to order meals they would enjoy.  



 

1st place: Scarlett Abbott 

2nd place:  Tommie Williams 

3rd place:  Blake Foster 

1st place:  Brooklyn Takura 

2nd place:  Obafemi Olabode 

3rd place:  Willow Abbott 

 1st place:  Neelah Adrien 

2nd place:  Harley Foster 

3rd place:  Blake Foster 

1st place:  Jacob Caddy 

2nd place: James Keast 

3rd place:  Riley-James Harris 

1st place:  Riley-James Harris 

2nd place: Madeline Grant 

3rd place:  Darko Mataija 

1st place:  Riley-James Harris 

2nd place: Madeline Grant 

3rd place:  Darko Mataija 



 

AutumnÊtermÊ2Ê2024: ÊÊÊMonday 4th November 2024 - Friday 20th December 2024 

SpringÊtermÊ1Ê2025:       Monday 6th January 2025 - Friday 14th February 2025 

SpringÊtermÊ2Ê2025: Ê Ê  ÊMonday 24th February 2025 - Friday 4th April 2025 

SummerÊtermÊ1Ê2025:   Tuesday 22nd April 2025 - Friday 23rd May 2025 

SummerÊtermÊ2Ê2025: ÊÊMonday 2nd June 2025 - Friday 25th July 2025 

INSETÊDAYS:ÊFriday 20th June 2025 Monday 23rd June 2025 

 
 
 
 
AutumnÊtermÊ1Ê2025: Ê Ê Thursday 4th September 2025 - Thursday 16th October 2025 
 
AutumnÊtermÊ2Ê2025: Ê Ê Monday 3rd November 2025 - Friday 19th December 2025 
 
SpringÊtermÊ1Ê2026: Ê Ê Ê ÊMonday 5th January 2026 - Friday 13th February 2026 
 
SpringÊtermÊ2Ê2026: Ê Ê Ê ÊMonday 23rd February 2026 - Thursday 2nd April 2026 
 
SummerÊtermÊ1Ê2026: Ê ÊMonday 20th April 2026 - Friday 22nd May 2026 
 
SummerÊtermÊ2Ê2026: Ê ÊMonday 1st June 2026 - Friday 24th July 2026 

  SwimmingÊDates 

W/c 6th January 3EW 

W/c 17th March 4SG 

W/c 24th March 4HB 

W/c 16th June 6TW—4 days only 

W/c 23rd June 6JT—4 days only 

ÊJanuary 

6th Return to School 8.25am 

8th Year 5 Space Dome (in school) 

 

 

 

 

February 

14th  Break up for half term 

24th Back to school 



 



 



 



 



 

StudioÊ4ÊFesƟveÊMorningÊ 

23rdÊDecemberÊ2024Ê 


