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Name: .............................................

Class: ..............................................

Building a groove Year 5 Term 2

tempo pitch duration dynamics timbre structure texture

off beat

pulse rhythm
staccato = 

short, detached

legato = 
smooth

kick or bass drum has 
the lowest sound

Backbeat = usually falls on  
beats 2 and 4 and often  
played by the snare drum 

Riff = a repeated musical 
pattern that forms the 
basis of a song

Scale = a set of notes 
ordered by pitch

Genre =
Jazz

Bass line = the lowest part. 
Often played by a bass  
guitar or double bass

head = the term used in jazz/
groove music to describe the 
main melody of a song 

snare drum has a mid-
range, ‘sharp’ sound

hi-hat has a ‘tight’ cymbal
sound

drum kit

electric lead 
guitar

electric bass 
guitar

Pentatonic = a 
5 note scale
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1 2 3 4

beats 2 and 4, are called the backbeat

1. Compose a drum groove  - Start with kick drum, then   
add snare, then hi-hat

2. Create a bass line (you could use the notes in this pentatonic scale -  
C D E G A) Make sure it fits with the kick drum part: 

3. Now create a memorable riff (again 
you could use the pentatonic scale C D 
E G A):

Add a comment:
How confident do you 
feel about composing 
drum patterns, basslines 
and riffs, and performing 
as a group?

Do your dooty


